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Finally, as his colleague on the Fi-

nance Committee, I had the oppor-
tunity to work with FRED to address 
the challenges facing Social Security 
and Medicare. Among the efforts we 
jointly supported, a primary concern 
we have shared is improving the long-
term solvency of these important so-
cial programs. As a Finance Com-
mittee member, as well as in the other 
roles he has served, Senator 
THOMPSON’s work has been thoughtful, 
and our Nation is a better place be-
cause of his efforts. 

Most of all, I will miss Senator 
THOMPSON’s unfailing good humor. We 
shared many laughs as we bantered 
back and forth about his future in film 
and television. I will really miss his 
sense of humor and basic decency. 

Mr. President, for these and many 
other reasons, I have been honored to 
serve with FRED THOMPSON. I would 
like to join my colleagues in wishing 
the Senator and his family the best in 
the future and in paying tribute to his 
contributions to the Senate and our 
Nation. I wish him well.
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ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO VASHON HIGH 
SCHOOL 

∑ Mr. BOND. Mr. President, I rise to 
pay tribute to the 75th anniversary of 
Vashon High School. In the early quar-
ter of the 20th century, the high school 
that most African-American students 
attended in St. Louis was overcrowded 
and quite a distance from their homes. 
Consequently, in 1922, a citizens group 
called the Central School Patron Asso-
ciation led by Reverend George Stevens 
and other community alliances began 
formulating plans for a second high 
school designated for African-Amer-
ican students. On September 6, 1927, 
Vashon High School opened and has 
been educating and changing the lives 
of students since. Over time, Vashon 
High School has established itself as a 
premier educational institute, known 
for its athletics as well as academics. 

There are several outstanding indi-
viduals who have contributed to the 
founding and success of Vashon High 
School. The school was named for a 
family with a long tradition of struggle 
and sacrifice dedicated to the impor-
tance of education while battling to se-
cure civil and human rights for Afri-
can-Americans. Specifically, the school 
was named for George B. Vashon, 1824–
1878, the first African-American grad-
uate of Oberlin College, OH in 1844, and 
his son John B. Vashon, 1859–1924, an 
outstanding educator in the city of St. 
Louis for 34 years, James W. Meyers 
served as the first principal of Vashon 
from 1927–1932 and Otto Bohanan, a 
member of the faculty, composed the 
school song, ‘‘Vashon We Love’’. Many 
students honed their talents, skills, 
and abilities to become future edu-
cators and community leaders from the 
positive influence and support of these 
and other influential faculty members. 

Over the past 75 years, Vashon High 
School has undergone changes and re-
located to several different locations, 
but irrespective of physical location, 
the spirit of Vashon High School con-
tinues to inspire students to pursue 
their dreams and achieve their goals. 
Congratulations to the students, fac-
ulty, and alumni of Vashon High 
School.∑
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NEAL GONZALES 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
today to say a few words about Neal 
Gonzales, a prominent new Mexico 
labor leader who died in late October. 

In the early 1970’s when I became ac-
quainted with the working of the new 
Mexico Legislature, I also became ac-
quainted with Neal Gonzales, a power-
ful presence in the halls of power in our 
state. He was the representative of 
labor and as such his influence was felt 
in most of the important legislative 
battles that were waged. 

Neal was a true professional at his 
job. Liked and respected by all, he was 
a formidable adversary as those who 
found themselves opposing him soon 
learned. 

I learned much from watching Neal 
Gonzales work as the advocate for the 
working people of New Mexico. He kept 
his focus on the impact of legislation 
on the lives of those he represented. He 
did his homework and, more often than 
not, he prevailed. 

With his death, many of us in New 
Mexico have lost not only a valued 
friend, but the working families of our 
State have lost a tireless champion.∑
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TRIBUTE TO DR. LURA POWELL 

∑ Ms. CANTWELL. Mr. President, I 
rise today to say thank you to one of 
the true leaders in the Washington 
state science community, who has re-
cently announced that she will be step-
ping down from her position at the end 
of the year. I am speaking of Dr. Lura 
Powell, vice president of Battelle and 
Director of the Department of Energy’s 
Pacific Northwest National Labora-
tory, PNNL, in Richland, WA. 

During the past 2 years, Dr. Powell 
has developed a bold strategy to ensure 
that the Pacific Northwest National 
Laboratory will play a significant role 
in carrying out the missions of the De-
partment of Energy as we move for-
ward into the 21st century. The recent 
installation of two major pieces of 
equipment will position the laboratory 
to be a leader in molecular research—
research that reaches across many dis-
ciplines, including environmental 
cleanup, national security, and the life 
sciences. The new 9.2 teraflops super-
computer and the 900-megahertz nu-
clear magnetic resonance spectrom-
eter, both of which are part of PNNL’s 
Environmental Molecular Sciences 
Laboratory, will attract academia, in-
dustry, and other Government re-
searchers to the lab in an atmosphere 
of collaboration and discovery. I had 

the opportunity to attend the dedica-
tion of the NMR spectrometer on 
March 28, 2002. This equipment is 
poised to play a central role in the 
fast-approaching revolution in systems 
biology, the seeds for which were sown 
by the amazing success of the Human 
Genome Project. 

Dr. Powell has set out to establish a 
systems biology program for PNNL 
that will position the laboratory to 
play a significant role in the Depart-
ment of Energy’s Genomes to Life ini-
tiative and to participate in the Na-
tional Institutes of Health biomedical 
mission. Congress has consistently sup-
ported increased funding for scientific 
research in the biomedical sciences at 
NIH, and there is an equally important 
role for the Department of Energy to 
play in this field. Genomics research 
holds great promise for unraveling 
many previously intractable scientific 
problems, and will one day lead to the 
development of technologies that will 
help address some of our nation’s most 
pressing challenges: carbon sequestra-
tion and climate change, the national 
security risks posed by bioterrorism, 
even clean and sustainable energy pro-
duction. The Genomes to Life program 
will indeed enhance the Department of 
Energy’s ability to fulfill its many di-
verse missions, and PNNL—thanks in 
large part to Dr. Powell—is poised to 
be a prime contributor to this initia-
tive. 

In her term as Director of the Pacific 
Northwest National Laboratory, Dr. 
Powell has reached out to create new 
partnerships within Washington State 
to support this agenda. They include 
the University of Washington, Wash-
ington State University, the Fred 
Hutchinson Cancer Research Center, 
and the Institute of Systems Biology. 
Meanwhile, conversations are ongoing 
with still other institutions in the Pa-
cific Northwest that will further ex-
pand PNNL’s collaborations. These ef-
forts will bring a strong bioscience 
presence to the State of Washington, 
provide economic sustainability to the 
Tri-Cities area and lead to scientific 
discoveries that will ultimately benefit 
this Nation as a whole. I want to recog-
nize Dr. Powell for her vision and com-
mitment to public service and wish her 
much success in her future endeavors.∑
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TRIBUTE TO DR. VINCENT 
ZECCHINO 

∑ Mr. CHAFEE. Mr. President, it is 
with great honor that I recognize Dr. 
Vincent Zecchino and his wife, Julia, 
for the numerous contributions they 
have made to the field of medicine in 
Rhode Island and throughout the 
world. I am pleased to say that after a 
lifetime of achievement, Rhode Island 
Hospital dedicated their newest facil-
ity as the Julia and Vincent Zecchino 
Pavilion on October 18, 2002. 

After graduating from the University 
of Bologna Medical School in 1936 and 
completing his internship at the Long 
Island College Hospital in 1938, Dr. 
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